
eet Rick Gonzalez, president 
of REG Architects, a firm 
specializing in architecture, 

historic preservation, interior design 
and community planning. Here, the 
Downtown West Palm Beach resident 
discusses the growth of Downtown 
over the past 30 years, the joy of 
Saturdays at the GreenMarket and the 
district’s incomparable convenience.   

How I’ve seen downtown grow:  
“I’ve been Downtown 30-plus years, 

and it’s grown tremendously. Back in 
the mid-1980s, Clematis Street was 
quiet during the days, nights and 
weekends. Today it’s a vibrant city, no 
matter the time or day of the week.” 

What makes downtown unique: 
“Unlike other downtown areas in 

South Florida, West Palm Beach has 
found a balance between preserving 
and reusing our historic buildings, 
districts and new infill designs. Twenty 
years ago, CityPlace (recently renamed 
‘Rosemary Square’) was the first major 
reinvestment into our Downtown that 
brought vitality and livability to our 
city center. Today, in conjunction with 
historic Clematis Street, these two 
vibrant areas give us places to live, 
shop, dine and play like never before. 
We are connected by sidewalks, 
trolleys, bikes and free rides. Also, 

with the recently added Brightline, we 
are now the northern end of South 
Florida’s three sisters: West Palm 
Beach, Fort Lauderdale and Miami.”

Where I eat downtown:
“For lunch, I like Paneterie, Lynora’s, 

Jimmychangas, Hot Pie Pizza and Aioli. 
For dinner, Pistache, Tapeo, Kabuki 
and Brio Tuscan Grille.”

Where I shop downtown: 
“CityPlace, Clematis Street and the 

West Palm Beach GreenMarket, during 
season.”

Where I play downtown:
“There’s nothing like a good play at 

Palm Beach Dramaworks with dinner 
afterwards. On the weekend, you can 
find me relaxing in the resort pool of 
my Montecito condo.”

When I love downtown:
“My favorite time of the year is the 

Christmas season on Clematis Street.  
I also love Saturdays at the GreenMarket 
and giving my walking tour once a 
month with the Historical Society of 
Palm Beach County.”

Why I want to be downtown:
“I love that everything I need is here. 

I can take the trains to other downtown 
areas and the airport. My shopping, 
church and community activities are all 
a short drive away or a nice walk when 
the weather permits.”

Why you should visit downtown:   
“It’s a great mid-sized downtown, 

with all the amenities of a big 

downtown. It’s walkable and visually 
stimulating with many historic sites  
and new buildings to see and enjoy. 
Visitors don’t need a car once  
they’re here, and they have the 
freedom to discover the best of both 
historic and modern attractions from 
around the world.”
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West Palm Beach business owners dish about why they’re downtown — 
and why you should be, too!

Rick Gonzalez pictured inside his office downtown West Palm Beach.    PHOTO BY JIM BERIAU

ADVERTISEMENT

RICK GONZALEZ, President
REG ARCHITECTS
300 Clematis St., 3rd Floor
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
561.659.2383 ext. 102
regarchitects.com

 – Analisa Castillo

For more information on DowntownWPB and the West Palm Beach 
Arts & Entertainment District, visit downtownwpb.com 
 

The next profile in THE DOWNTOWNERS series 
will run on June 12.


