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MONTANA PRITCHARD

M

ontana Pritchard is a former
fashion photographer who
embarked on his second career
eight years ago when he purchased
Zeidel & Co, a 110-year-old company
that specializes in yacht wear, crew
uniforms and other boating essentials.
Photography kept Pritchard traveling up
to 200 days a year, and when he was ready
to pull into port, West Palm Beach was
the obvious choice: “It’s just a fantastic
place to live.”

How I’ve seen downtown grow:
I moved here in 1990, so the growth
has been substantial. During the past
few years it has skyrocketed with a great
mix of work and play. The Brightline is a
game changer. We have new hotels that
will bring in more convention money,
and we all benefit from improvements to
areas like Rosemary Square.

What makes downtown unique:

I think ever since the “uncorking” of
Clematis Street we are now highlighting
our unique waterfront downtown. You
can sit by the Intracoastal and have a
pastry and coffee from Paneterie or Loic
in the morning and hang around for
Clematis by Night every Thursday night
for free entertainment.
We have such an amazing view with
the Intracoastal. I love to ride my bike to
work down Flagler Drive and listen to the
parrots and see the sunrise.

Where I eat downtown:

I’m a foodie so I love to try out new
places. I love Hullabaloo, and for
French food, Pistache is my first stop.
The opening of The Ben, the new luxury
boutique hotel, has elevated our game.
We needed a higher-end restaurant
and rooftop bar with a spectacular
waterfront view.
Inch and Ounces is an amazing quick
bite, and I have to shout-out the lunch
specials at the Mediterranean Market
& Deli on Fifth Street. I always get the
Swish Tawook platter.
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West Palm Beach business owners dish about why they’re downtown —
and why you should be, too!

Where I shop downtown:
My most favorite thing I ever bought
is my couch from Restoration Hardware.
My girlfriend and I recently took a
cooking class at Sur La Table and liked
it so much we bought one for a friend
as a gift. I love to visit the GreenMarket
on Saturdays to pick up ingredients for
dinner, and I like to browse the West
Palm Beach Antique & Flea Market. And
I’m happy to have a CVS downtown.

Residents need services like dry cleaners,
grocery stores and pharmacies they can
walk to.

Where I play downtown:
Rocco’s Tacos is where it’s at for me.
You can go in on a random Tuesday
afternoon and have a blast. And it seems
like no matter where we go, we always
end up at Respectable Street. I’ve been
getting my live music fix there since I
moved here.

For more information on DowntownWPB and the West Palm Beach
Arts & Entertainment District, visit downtownwpb.com
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Why I want to be downtown:

Growth generates excitement, and
I love to be around people who are
moving forward professionally and
personally. I like living in a city where
I can ride my bike to work. West Palm
Beach attracts people with vision who
are willing to spend money to make their
dreams come true.

Why you should visit downtown:

You need to see everything that is new.
We have something for everyone! From
opera at the Meyer Amphitheatre to a
family-friendly movie on the Great Lawn,
there’s always something to see or do.
— Janis Fontaine

The next profile in THE DOWNTOWNERS series
will run on April 12.

